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news release
Embargoed until 7pm, April 17
Photography Festival Celebrates First Patron
One of New Zealand’s most accomplished photographers has been chosen as the first patron of the Auckland Festival of Photography.

Acclaimed photographic artist Marti Friedlander has been involved in photography for more than 50 years.  Many of Marti’s New Zealand images have achieved iconic status, both in this country and overseas.  Her work has also been published in several books.
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Marti says she’s honoured to be the festival patron.  She’s sure the festival will generate plenty of excitement about photography.
“With the arrival of digital photography, the possibilities for new and innovative work are endless”.

Marti says the annual Auckland Festival of Photography continues to play a vital role raising interest and awareness in photography in this country.

“There is still a very cautious approach to photography as an art form in New Zealand, but hopefully things will change as we recognise and celebrate our leading photographers”.

“The festival is a wonderful platform reflecting the huge interest in photography in this country”.  
ENDS

Marti Friedlander
Marti Friedlander has had a long career as a photographer. Her work includes some of the most memorable images ever captured in New Zealand.  

Marti’s subjects have been diverse; portraiture, rural, urban and suburban scenes and encounters, both in New Zealand and other places in which she has lived or visited.  These include Israel, Fiji, Tokelau and England from where she immigrated in 1958.

Her photographs of elderly Maori women with moko, artists and writers, vineyards and vintners, and children are particularly well-known.  The books on which she has worked include Moko: the art of Maori Tattooing (with Michael King, 1972), Larks in Paradise: New Zealand Portraits (with James McNeish, 1974), Contemporary New Zealand Painters: Volume 1 A - M (with Jim & Mary Barr, 1980) and Pioneers of New Zealand Wine (with Dick Scott, 2002).

Marti’s work has been exhibited at the Photographers' Gallery in London; the Waikato Art Museum and in a large and celebrated retrospective at the Auckland Art Gallery in 2001.  This retrospective later toured the country. 
Recognition of Marti’s work came with the award of a New Order of Merit in 1998. Six years later, Shirley Horrocks' film, Marti: the Passionate Eye, attracted considerable attention both at the International Film Festivals in New Zealand and on local television.  An exhibition of Marti’s photography, Shadows and Light will be exhibited in the FHE galleries opening May 8th, and will coincide with the Auckland Festival of Photography which begins on June 1.
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Herepo Rongo, Waikato - 1978
For more information please contact:

Greg Ward 

Media Liaison

Auckland Festival of Photography

Phone:

(09) 523 3600

After hours:
(09) 8344 583

Mobile:

021 899 532

www.photographyfestival.org.nz
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