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                 MEDIA RELEASE

23 June 2008

Auckland Festival ends with passion
The Auckland Festival of Photography is exhibiting the Top 30 finalists of the Olympus Auckland Photo Day from 25th June at Centre of Gravity, Mayoral Drive, Auckland for two weeks. The 5th annual Auckland Photo Day competition was won by an Argentinian, Manuel Toribio, with German visitors Julia Pauli and Martin Bassler selected as runners up for the 1st prize this year.  

The Olympus Auckland Photo Day competition has been nominated for an award and is a finalist in the NBR 2008 Awards for Sponsorship of the Arts. Julia Durkin, Festival Director and creator of Auckland Photo Day says “we are thrilled with the nomination, as a festival that is totally free and relies on funding and sponsorship, it is a real bonus for Olympus and Gravity Coffee to be recognised for their support of the festival.”
The festival runs the Auckland Photo Blog as a community digital photography tool. The Festival’s July on-line photo blog has a theme of Passion. Open to all photographers during July, the best photo of the month will be given the title of “The Gravity Shot” which is sponsored by Gravity Coffee. Entry details are available here: http://www.photographyfestival.org.nz/photo-blog/index.cfm
 

The 5th annual Auckland Festival of Photography draws to a close but describes the public attendance to the festival as “overwhelmingly positive”.   
“We’ve had great support again from the public and the media” says Julia Durkin. “Each year the festival grows and this year we have had more international photographers exhibiting at the festival than before – it’s a credit to our funders, sponsors, the public and media for their support.”

International artists top the list of photography exhibitions offered at this year’s Auckland Festival of Photography. Photographers attended from Paris (Michel Birot), London (Graeme Jennings), Berlin (Leila Pazooki), Sydney (Marina  Farrer Gilmore), and Brisbane (Iranian curator Mandana Mapar ) as part of the biggest celebration of photography in New Zealand’s history. Local top flight artists were showcased alongside exhibitions by UK photojournalist John Chapman and a Japanese community show on making Sushi, made the spectrum of offerings truly international. The 2008 Festival Patron was Gil Hanly.
· ends –

Further info and comment - please contact

Julia Durkin, Festival Director - 027 473 5443
Creative Exposure Festival 2008 is supported by key sponsors- Manukau City Council, Waitakere City Council, North Shore City Council, Gravity "Official Coffee Sponsor", Heart of the City, Metro, Olympus, Auckland City Council, New Zealand Post, Triangle TV, Westfield Manukau City. Funding support from Lion Foundation, NZCT, NZ Internet Services, NZJEP, Creative Communities North Shore, Creative Communities Waitakere, Creative Communities Auckland City, Auckland City Council, COGS, South Auckland Charitable Trust and significant support from The ASB Community Trust. 

