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APRIL 2009
Festival Scores International Coup

Media Release by Creative Exposure 

Some of the world’s best photographers will literally be up in lights at this year’s Auckland Festival of Photography.

The 6th annual festival has attracted an exhibition from the internationally renowned Magnum Photography Agency. ‘Magnum  Light Nights’ will see the work of five nominee Magnum photographers projected onto city buildings in a free public display.  The Magnum exhibition headlines a staggering 64 shows in this year’s month long festival which starts on 29th May 2009.   

Festival organiser Julia Durkin says ‘Magnum Light Nights’ is a real coup.  “It’s a rare opportunity for New Zealand to have a Magnum exhibition and we’re thrilled to present it as a highlight of the 2009 Festival.  We jumped at the opportunity when Magnum approached us” says Julia.

The featured photographers offer a diverse and fascinating glimpse at the world from the war in Afghanistan to life inside a maximum security prison in Cape Town and into the inner world of two adolescent girls in Argentina.

Magnum was founded in 1947 as a photographer’s collective and it has gone on to document humanity at its best and worst always keeping the experience of the individual in sharp focus.  There are only 79 Magnum photographers in the world, with fewer than two photographers being added to the prestigious group each year. The process of becoming a Magnum photographer is highly selective and the featured photographers in this exhibition have all been nominated for membership.

Magnum Light Nights opens the Auckland Festival of Photography on 30th May from 6pm. Viewers will see the images projected onto the North Shore City Environments building in Huron Street. From the 2nd through to the 4th of June the exhibition moves to the façade of the New Gallery, Auckland Art Gallery in Wellesley street for the “Big Little City Light Nights”.. 
The full schedule of festival exhibitions will be announced at a special launch on April 16. The full programme will be online from April 17 at www.photographyfestival.org.nz.

Release ends

Further information – See below 

Magnum Light Night Featured photographers:-

	Olivia Arthur
	British 
	Explores the East/West cultural divide focusing on the lives of women and girls in the East



	Jacob Aue Sobol
	Danish
	Seeks out the individual amongst the metropolis of Tokyo

	Alessandra Sanguinetti
	Argentina 
	Documents the inner world of two adolescent girls near Buenos Aires

	Mikhail Subotsky
	Sth Africa
	Cold realities of live inside a Cape Town prison

	Peter van Agtmael
	USA
	Images of life in a war zone – Afghanistan & Iraq 


Event Details

Magnum Light Nights in association with North Shore City Council 

Dates – 30th- 31st May

North Shore City Environments, Car Park, Huron Street, Takapuna.

Big Little City Light Nights in association with Heart of the City 
Dates  2nd, 3rd, 4th June

Venue  -  Façade of The New Gallery. Auckland Art Gallery on Wellesley Street
Images for media use 

We have five of the Magnum photographs available for media promotional use under strict restrictions. 

Creative Exposure 2009 Festival is supported by key sponsors- 

Gravity "Official Coffee Sponsor", Heart of the City, Metrolink, North Shore City Council, Olympus, Waitakere City Council with funding support from COGS, Auckland City Creative Communities, Franklin District Creative Communities, Lion Foundation, The Trusts Charitable Foundation. Creative New Zealand, Asia NZ Foundation and significant support from The ASB Community Trust.

Media sponsor: Newstalk ZB

Product sponsors: PCL, D-Photo, Fullers, Mini, NZ Post, I-Site.

For further information please contact:

Convergence Communications

Raewyn Rasch 09 419-1141  / 027 295 9832

raewyn@conv.co.nz
